RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE 7TH ECOSY CONGRESS

LISBON 17-20TH OF MARCH 2005

Resolution on Turkey’s integration into the EU

ECOSY remains a steady and sincere supporter of the strengthening of the EU relations with Turkey and its integration into the EU, provided that Turkey abides by the conditions and the prerequisites that the EU has set for all the candidate countries.
Turkey needs to become a European partner who works for a region of peace, stability, security and development and implies the basic principles of International Law.
The strengthening of the relations between the EU and Turkey should be based on the principles of the European Political and Legal culture and on the Copenhagen criteria. ECOSY considers that a crucial point towards this direction is the cease of the occupation of the Northern part of the Republic of Cyprus and Turkey’s true efforts to improve its relations with the neighboring countries. Cyprus being a full member of the European Union, Turkey should respect and recognize the Republic of Cyprus and immediately withdraw its military forces from the island.
ECOSY is sensitive on the values of democracy and human rights. Therefore, Turkey must modernize its legal system and institutions, so that the State guarantees the respect of democracy (e.g. more representative electoral system), justice and human rights. The latest attempt of the Turkish government to introduce a law that criminalizes adultery is certainly a bad token of Turkey’s orientation. Furthermore, in democracy the Army is a force that follows the directions of the people as expressed by the democratically elected government and not a “political” player that affects the decisions and the policy of the government, as it happens still in Turkey.
Another chapter that ECOSY is keenly concerned with is the one of the respect of minorities, political and religious rights, and freedom of expression and of press, and separation of religion and state, which must apply to all EU and applicant countries. Turkey should immediately release all political prisoners and journalists and adopt a legal framework where people can choose the education they want, the language they speak and the self-definition of their political orientation. In addition to that, Turkey should take special concern about women’s rights and deal with issues such as women’s equal access to education and employment and in general equal rights with men, so that women are not considered to be “second class” citizens.
Turkey, in order to access the EU, like all other applicant countries, must have the ability to deal with the obligations as a member of the Union and especially to adopt and respect the aims of the political and financial union. ECOSY reaffirms its support to this process and calls the EU and all member countries to closely work with Turkey, in order to not only monitor its progress and fulfillment of the criteria, but to also assist it to the highest possible extend, so that Turkey becomes a member of the European family and consequently a factor of peace and stability in the area of South-Eastern Mediterranean. The encouragement from the European institutions of an open-minded discussion in the European societies would contribute a lot in this direction. 
