RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE 7TH ECOSY CONGRESS

LISBON 17-20TH OF MARCH 2005

Resolution on a European Pact in Favour of Youth
ECOSY wants to support the proposal made by President José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero, President Jacques Chirac, Chancellor Gerhard Schröeder, and Prime Minister Goran Persson, in a letter addressed to the European Council to state a European Pact for Youth, in order to make youth policy a priority for the European Union.
In Lisbon 2000, the objective of building a knowledge-based economy was defined. It was an essential step to promote the objectives that the European Constitution Treaty evokes: a sustainable development based on a balanced economic growth, the objective of full employment and social progress. In this framework, the commitment with youth is an essential task as it expresses the confidence on the future, the certainty that the European welfare state model can and must maintain all its strength.
In the last years, many European policies have been dominated by the need to respond to the economic and social consequences of the aging of the population. The committed reforms, especially those related to the financial aspects of the retirement regime, and the disease assurances, which are a symbol of the new solidarity between generations.
Once those reforms are being implemented, the responsibility of the European countries is to dedicate all the necessary attention to the youngest people needs:
- Unemployment, as youth is more vulnerable and has lower incomes, and more frequently they are victims of precariousness and poverty.
- On a European scale, the amount of young people in the labour market is going to decrease in the next ten to fifteen years; however, it is sure that the dynamism that would contribute to our societies, the affluence of better educated and formed young people, on whom our objectives of growth and competitiveness are deposited, is a reality.
Europe must not resign itself to the fatality of population aging and scepticism. EU should bet for the dynamism, for youth. And for that reason, ECOSY wants to support the proposal of the European Pact in Favour of Youth, which implies that the European Union will make from the support of youth a priority, in the framework of the revision of the Lisbon strategy.
As the four proposing leaders state, this Pact it is about working together to:
- Give to all the European youth the tools for the success, answering more effectively to youth unemployment, and the difficulties that young people have to achieve when it comes to professional and social insertion.
- Look for a better coherence on all the EU actions concerning or affecting young people’s situation (learning, education, research, mobility, culture, business initiatives, etc.);
- Introduce new actions to sustain European demography and improve the labour market, as well as the personal, and familiar life conciliation, to allow, especially to pairs, to have as much children as they want.
ECOSY supports this initiative and urge the presidents, prime ministers, and chiefs of the governments to start without any further delay the pertinent studies to start implementing policies in this sense as soon as possible.
