RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE 7TH ECOSY CONGRESS

LISBON 17-20TH OF MARCH 2005

Resolution on Eastern European Cooperation

EASTERN EUROPEAN COOPERATION
ECOSY, the Young European Socialists, express their support to the sister organizations in Eastern European countries in their fight for democracy and for social justice. 

After the collapse of so-called “Soviet block”, Europe changed. Many of the countries in the past influenced by the USSR made democratic changes and in 2004 already entered EU. Some others will sign their accession treaties in the nearest future. Although we have many good examples of successful changes to democracy, still we cannot call Europe a democratic continent. 

ECOSY acknowledges that it is not only democratisation that is needed. So-called transformation from centrally governed economy to a more liberal model has been done in most of Central, Eastern and Southern European countries in very brutal, unjust way. Unemployment, poverty and increase of crime (including trafficking of people and organized crime) went hand in hand with these processes. We, as Young European Socialists cannot agree with such pattern. We believe that freedom and justice for all citizens must be guaranteed.

Presently, we can see many Eastern European countries entering their processes of democratisation.

ECOSY welcomes the democratic changes in Ukraine. ECOSY strongly supports the democratic forces in Ukraine including IUSY observer members: Union of Young Socialists and Social Democratic Perspective, SI member parties Socialist Party of Ukraine and the Social Democratic Party of Ukraine, as well as the members of the civil society that were fighting for their right to free and fair elections. 

ECOSY strongly supports the democratic forces in Belarus. We encourage the Belarusian Socialist and Social-Democrats to start negotiations before the next presidential elections to present one, strong opposition candidate. 

Changes or attempts to turn to democracy are needed in many other countries of the region e.g. Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia and Moldova. 

Knowing that democratisation involves transformation of the economic system and with respect to the experiences of CEE countries, Young European Socialist must be more involved in cooperation with countries in transition and with socialist and social democrats in this region.

Dangers of uncontrolled privatization of all services in public sector, dramatic increase of poverty, social exclusion, trafficking of persons, corruption, organized crime, unemployment, regional instability are the dangers that the countries in transition may face. 

Therefore certain mechanisms must be prompted and implemented – mobility (especially of the young people), free access to higher education, support for regional cooperation, development of the civil society.

To achieve this, ECOSY must become more involved in Eastern European Cooperation. As the first step we see the creation of a platform that should serve for exchanges of ideas, trainings and stronger cooperation. The creation of “The Round Table for Eastern European Cooperation” where ECOSY member organization can share opinions and experiences will help our comrades from the sister organization in Easter European countries to build their organizations and to fight for common values of democracy, peace and social justice in their region.

ECOSY calls on PES to become the main actor in deepening this cooperation and to support social democrats in EE countries in their fight for democracy.. 

We also call for the European Union to develop the European neighbourhood policy towards neighbouring countries such as Ukraine, Moldova, Belarus and Georgia to make Europe safer, more democratic and social.

