RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE 7TH ECOSY CONGRESS

LISBON 17-20TH OF MARCH 2005

Resolution on Cyprus
Considering the present status quo in Cyprus established through the use of force and sustained by military strength, as unacceptable;
Considering that the continuous occupation of the northern part of Cyprus by Turkish troops constitutes a fundamental breach of both International Law and acquis communautaire and can negatively influence Turkish-EU relations;
ECOSY,
Reaffirms all its previous resolutions on Cyprus;
Reiterates its position that the settlement agreed should provide for a bizonal, bicommunal federation, with a single sovereignty and one international personality, based on the implementation of all relevant UN resolutions, the High Level Agreements of 1977 and 1979 and in accordance with the principles of the UN Charter, International Law and acquis communautaire;
Wants to stress that the failure of the UN Plan to be accepted in the referenda on the 24th of April 2004 does not mean the end to the efforts towards a solution to the Cyprus Problem. ECOSY understands that the negative vote was not a denial for a solution but an expression of the majority legitimate concerns for a peaceful future, which would guarantee inter alia equality, safety and prosperity. At the same time, ECOSY welcomes the political will of the Turkish Cypriot community for a solution expressed in the referendum on the 24th of April 2004;
Calls upon the international community, particularly the EU, to actively participate in the solution process by elaborating on ways and means to guarantee inter alia the legitimate concerns of Cypriots in the UN Plan. Such a development will enforce the efforts to reach a solution in the forthcoming period;
Demands Turkey to respect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all the citizens of Cyprus. The recognition of the Republic of Cyprus is a key issue of Turkey’s accession in the EU procedure as well as the demilitarization of Cyprus and the arrangement of the settler’s issue;
Reiterates its commitment to support the efforts made towards the vision of a united Cyprus, based on federal solution, with its people living in peace, security and prosperity.
