ECOSY BUREAU RESOLUTION

ADOPTED BY THE BUREAU AT THE ECOSY BUREAU MEETING

LUXEMBOURG, 15-17 APRIL 2005

Resolution 

on postponing the opening of negotiations 

for Croatian full accession in the EU

ECOSY will actively continue in supporting Croatia on the path of full integration into the EU, according to the decisions previously taken, according the positive Avis received by the Commission and completely fulfilling the Copenhagen criteria. 

ECOSY is concerned because of the recently adopted measures by the Member States on the 17th March 2005. The postponing of the official opening of the negotiations process was caused by the alleged non-cooperation of the Croatian authorities with the International Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia.


We, young european socialists and social democrats, strongly believe that this is just a temporary decision. Croatia, as member of the international community, it’s government and international representatives must respect the importance and the role of ICTY in defending the values of human rights and justice, in cooperation with the Tribunal and it’s Prosecutor, showing the predominance of justice and democracy in the country. Beside this crucial point, Croatia fulfilled all the other criteria and expectations to proceed with the beginning of the negotiations.

Once this issue of the alleged non-cooperation is solved in a proper manner, the integration of Croatia should follow the fastest procedure in order to have Croatia full member of the EU. It would also give a positive message to other countries with EU aspiration from the wider region. 

We welcome the newly formed EU monitoring team and trust in a positive outcome of their evaluation, which is supposed to be released in May.


Being sensitive to all our fundamental principles, we hope that young generations in Croatia, first of all our social democratic comrades, will succeed in their efforts to convince the public opinion in Croatia, to put an end to the feelings coming from the past, and to prove, once again, that Croatia is fully prepared to share the European values and join the European family.

ECOSY will continue to work, together with its Croatian members, in achieving the fundamental target of Croatian full integration in the EU as soon as possible.   
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