RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE 7TH ECOSY CONGRESS

LISBON 17-20TH OF MARCH 2005

Resolution on Beijing +10

ECOSY Congress reflects upon the outcome of 49th session of the UN Commission for the Status of Women in New York, 28 February - 11 March 2005. On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women, held in Beijing in 1995 representatives of governments revived the outcomes of the Conference and its follow up in 2000. 
We welcome reaffirmation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action. For ECOSY, Young European Socialists, political commitment made to equality between women and men, equal opportunities in political, economic and social life during the conference in Beijing 10 years ago are of highest importance. It can be neither reversed nor re-negotiated. 
Welcoming progress that has been made towards achieving gender equality through implementation of Beijing Platform of Action, we see this progress as much to slow and we stress need to accelerate its implementation. We acknowledge that political will for gender mainstreaming is insufficient
ECOSY calls on socialist and social democratic leaders to work with all means on further implementation of Beijing Platform of Action. Empowerment of women is a tool to build world of equality, equal opportunities for women and men and social justice.
The anniversary of Beijing conference should be also an occasion for socialist and social democrats to prove their commitment to these values by reinforcing measures as quota system and parity (“zipper system”) on electoral lists as a positive measure to promote equal participation of women in public and political life at all levels. 
Ecosy emphasizes the importance of statements of final declaration concerning crucial role of Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. We call for legislations on violence against women to be adopted as soon as possible – without eradication of violence against women goals of Beijing Platform of Action will not be achieved. EU must also adopt the social and economic measures focusing on employment, social solidarity. Those measures should be promoted worldwide.
ECOSY condemns an attempt by the Bush Administration to impose an amendment in the final declaration reaffirming that the Beijing Platform for Action does not create any new international human rights and that it does not include a right to abortion. Also the hesitation in signing up to an internationally-backed declaration which asserts women’s rights over their own bodies, in particular, their sexual and reproductive rights is for us unacceptable. 
ECOSY express deepest respect to PES delegation for strong refusal to open negotiations on the Platform for Action in order to keep the text that was agreed in 1995. Thanks to their commitment this malicious amendment was withdrawn.
Moreover ECOSY appeals to all progressive forces to fight against conservative approach similar to one presented by Bush Administration during 49th UN session as well as to any attempts of questioning women’s fundamental right to free and safe abortion. We must show our commitment to creating better conditions for women and to values of women rights allover the Europe and in whole world. 
