RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE 7TH ECOSY CONGRESS

LISBON 17-20TH OF MARCH 2005

Resolution Towards a peaceful solution in the Middle East and a stronger position of the European Union in the peace process
Considering that no peaceful solution to the conflict has been found since the United Nations Division in 1947 and that it has kept the whole region under tension. 
Considering that violence on both sides has hurt too many innocent citizens and that it has prevented the bringing about of a diplomatic peace negotiations 
Knowing that the EU signed and association agreement with Israel in 2000 that allows the country preferential trade access to the EU 
Knowing that in 1997 already the EU signed a similar agreement with the Palestinian Authority, but that the agreement has never been put fully into practice because of the circumstances 
Knowing that on 30th April 2003 the Quartet (UN, Russia, VS and Europe) presented a road map towards peace 
Being aware of the disastrous state of the economic situation in the Palestinian Authorities and that 60% of them live on less than two dollars a day 
Knowing that Israel started building a separation wall in June 2002 
Keeping in mind that the building of this wall and the building of settlements in the Occupied Territories were condemned by the International Court of Justice in then Hague in 2004 
Knowing that the “Wall” has taken away land of the nearby living Palestinians, that it is limiting their mobility and that it has worsened water scarcity in the region 
Knowing that in 2005 the Barcelona process will be evaluated at its tenth anniversary 
ECOSY welcomes the peaceful and democratic course of the presidential elections in the Palestinian Authority. The European Young Socialists regret however that in some areas Palestinians were not able to reach bullet offices because of check points and that in the specific circumstances of Jerusalem not all Palestinians that wanted to had the opportunity to exercise their democratic right. 
ECOSY equally welcomes the cease fire that was declared by the newly elected leader Mahmoud Abbas at Sharm El-Sheikh on 8th February and the efforts of this one to put the peace process on track again 
ECOSY welcomes the promised withdrawal of the Israeli army of the Cisjordanian cities 
ECOSY strongly condemns the terrorist attack of 25th February in Tel Aviv and repeats that it opposes itself to any form of terrorism 
ECOSY repeats its concern on the unilateral withdrawal from Gaza from the Israeli army. The withdrawal will not allow the Palestinians to control their own borders; neither will they have control over sea and air, which will not alter the difficult economic situation of the region. In addition we repeat that this withdrawal can be no excuse for further illegal elaboration of settlements in the Westbank. 
ECOSY condemns the illegal building of these settlements on occupied territory 
ECOSY confirms its disapproval of the building of the separation wall 
ECOSY condemns all violations of International Law and human rights and confirms that the EU should not remain silent and must undertake all peaceful measures in close cooperation with both parties to make sure International Law is being implemented 
ECOSY calls upon the International Community to spare no efforts to help both parties to reach a suitable peace agreement taking sensible issues as the settlements and the refugees into consideration 
ECOSY urges the EU at the tenth anniversary of the Barcelona process to finally develop a coherent and strong policy for the Mediterranean region that centralises the bringing about of a peaceful and democratic region with respect for human rights  
