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IUSY study visit to Lebanon,

With participation of ECOSY

Free and fair elections for Lebanon!

The political situation in Lebanon has changed dramatically since the assassination of ex-prime minister Hariri. The reaction of Lebanese Society has shown a great support for the struggle of the Lebanese Opposition for an Independent and democratic Lebanon.

ECOSY-Young European Socialists clearly condemns the assassination of Hariri, and also all the brutal acts of political violence that occurred in Lebanon since the end of the civil war, which intend to extend fear and tension among society.

Therefore, we welcome the International Inquiry which will investigate the assassination of Hariri responding to the Lebanese Society strong will to know the truth. Lebanese society is also calling for their right to gain real independence; therefore we also welcome the recent announcement of the UNSG Special Envoy announcement of the complete withdrawal of the Syrian forces, both military forces and intelligence services by the end of April. This deadline must be respected. As the Opposition is claiming, an equal and just relationship between Syria and Lebanon is necessary to achieve stability in the region.

We call upon the international community, especially from the EU, to maintain pressure to ensure that the newest deadline for Syrian withdrawal will be met. We call upon the Lebanese government to accept the demand of the opposition and immediately dismiss the leaders of the security forces.

 We affirm our demand for the implementation of the TAEF agreement. Considering the Resolution 1559 of UN Security Council and recalling our repeatedly expressed demand for peace and prosperity in the Middle East, we declare that we strongly support the struggle of the Lebanese people for the restoration of the full independence and sovereignty of Lebanon as a strategic step for the stable peace in the region.

We express our solidarity with the Progressive Youth Organization and the Progressive Socialist Party as well as other opposition forces in their struggle to restore democracy and the rule of law in Lebanon. We believe that dialogue between the Lebanese political forces must continue in order to achieve a peaceful and consolidated political climate in the country.

We call for free, fair and fully democratic elections to be held not later than the month of May. We call upon the international community to ensure that the Lebanese government does not postpone the elections any further. We call upon the European Union to make serious efforts to monitor the election process. The PES must, as an important force within Europe, play a serious role in the process of assisting the Lebanese Opposition in its struggle for democracy and independence. Therefore the PES should drive the EU towards using all available peaceful means to support a democratic development in Lebanon and the surrounding countries. One of those means are the association agreements between EU and those countries. 

An important part of creating a stable and peaceful Lebanon is to find a solution for the Palestinian refugees living under terrible conditions within the country granting them a status improving their current situation. This requires a sustainable solution for peace in the Middle East and a viable Palestinian state alongside Israel. ECOSY also stresses the fact that all human beings must have their social, civil and political rights fulfilled. Palestinian refugees must not be an exception.

Lebanese Youth has played an active an important role in the Peaceful Intifada which has taken place since the assassination of Hariri. We believe that young people play a crucial role in the construction of the new Lebanon. We demand all the political forces of Lebanon to involve young people in activism, but also in the decision-making process. The shapers and participants of the future must have a clear say in the affairs of the present. We continue to affirm our solidarity with the young people actively engaged in the demonstrations and political activities striving for a more democratic Lebanon. We believe that their contribution is essential to the establishment of the new Lebanese civil society and public opinion. We welcome and encourage every initiative aiming to establish a permanent framework for an inclusive and open-minded dialogue among youth organizations in Lebanon. 

ECOSY – Young European Socialists – are committed to the Lebanese opposition’s objective of bringing democracy and respect of human rights into the country. We will continue to stand by the side of those putting a political fight for this and for the independence of Lebanon. 

