NEW EEMINIST TIMES

International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women

Nov 25th 2006 SPECIAL

Table of Content s Eleven Years Later ...What Has Changed?
Page 2

Janna Besamusca
writes the editorial to this
Nov 25th Special of NEW
Feminst Times.

Page 3

Lissy Groner, MEP
writes on Domestic
Violence & the DAPHNE
Programme combatting it.

Page 4

Hannah Blythyn writes
on the horrific issue of
honour killings that is no
longer a far away problem

Page 5

Alejandro Olmos
Marcitllach writes of the
cultural silence surround-
ing domestic abuse

Page 6

Rebecca Moynihan

writes on the trafficking of
women for the sex trade

| & the failure to tackle it.

Page 7

The European Women'’s
Lobby discusses the
progress so far on elimi-
Labby europsen des femmes|  NAtiNG domestic violence.

Page 8

Isabella Frenning writes
on how Immigration Law
is trapping women in abu-
sive relationships.

STOP'TRAFFICKING JSlas Published by

ECOSY - Young European Socialist s

Troonstraat 98
1050 Brussels
Belgium

WWW .ecosy .org
www.socialeuropedeveryone.org
ecosy@pes.org




Editorial

Comrades,

Today is the 25th of November,
International Day for the Elimination of Violence
against Women. The day was first selected as a day
on violence against women by Latin-American and
Caribbean feminists in 1981 who chose the 25th of
November as a tribute to the Mirabal sisters who led
the opposition movement in the dictatorial Dominican
Republic of Trujillo and were violently assassinated
by the latter's regime. On 17 December 1999 the UN
followed, adopting resolution 54/134 designating the
25th of November as the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women, vouching to
"organize on that day activities designed to raise pub-
lic awareness of the problem of violence against
women".

On this occasion the ECOSY feminist network is issu-
ing an

extraordinary

newsletter,

with the help

of many

friends not

only showing

the serious-

ness of the

problem

today but

also the commitment within the movement to eradi-
cate violence against women. Lissy Groner (MEP)
tells about her experiences in the parliamentary com-
mittee on Women's Rights from wherein she has
been doing some great work over the last few years,
particularly in regard to the Daphne programme.

The European Women's Lobby, which has its own
policy centre on violence against women, kindly con-
tributed, sending us their analysis and demands for
Europe. They very rightly note the link between
achieving gender equality and eliminating gender
based violence. The figures are astounding: In the
European Union, more than 20% of the women expe-
rience violence by an intimate male partner and
between 40 and 50% of female employees has expe-
rienced some form of sexual harassment or unwant-
ed behaviour in the workplace. Our Austrian com-
rades successfully exposed women being drawn to
the background in their women's action "Women out
of the shadows into the world" , the picture of which
was much covered in the Austrian press.

By Janna Besamusca,

ECOSY Feminist Co-ordinator

ECOSY Vice President Hannah Blythyn takes us
through the problems of violence within the domes-
tic circle talking about honour killings, where
women are aggressed by family members for sim-
ple things like falling in love with someone of the
wrong race or religion, not being able to conceive,
wearing make up, going to the cinema, chatting to
a male neighbour, rejecting an arranged marriage,
being

raped

or want-

ing a

divorce.

Hannah

empha-

sises

that this

iS not a

faraway

problem

that happens in distant countries but, quite the con-
trary, a violation of human rights that is happening
right under our eyes.

Isabella Frenning from DSU calls for the right of
residence of immigrant women who want to divorce
the man their residence permit is dependent upon.
The additional fear of being deported is recognised
as a huge factor keeping these women to leave
their violent husbands and in almost no EU country
have steps been taken to cure this situation.
Equally, Alejandro Olmos from JSE (Spain) reflects
on the apparent helplessness of neighbours who
know what's going on next-door and the fear of vic-
tims of domestic violence to go to the police.

Rebecca Moynihan from Irish Labour Youth quite

adequately addresses
the problem of traffick-
ing of women, which
ECOSY has been very
active on during this
mandate. Next to sev-
eral adopted resolu-
tions and earlier arti-

cles in this newsletter
and workshops at the feminist seminar in The
Hague, we had several actions including the joint
petition with PES Women against sexual slavery
during the World Cup (photo on page 8).



“zero tolerance of violence against women!”

By Lissy Groner , MEP,

PES coordinator in W omen's Right s Committee

Violence against women exists in all countries
and across all social classes and is not only a
problem for the victims and abusers but for our
society as a whole. In the EU, one woman in
five has at least once in her life been the victim
of violence by her male partner. One out of
them has faced violence in different forms. 25%
of all violent crimes reported involve a man
assaulting his wife or partner. These statistics
are shocking but also speak a clear message:
We urgently need to fight for an elimination of
all forms of violence, including domestic vio-
lence and to campaign for zero tolerance of vio-
lence against women!

No more a t aboo

Even if domestic violence often happens behind
closed doors the issue of violence against
women is nowadays better known and many
people, organisations and politicians are ready
to do something about it. But words alone are
not enough. What happens in Europe to tackle
this problem? At the European level various
campaigns and efforts have been undertaken.
One of the very small but most successful
European programmes is the Daphne pro-
gramme. It was born in 1997 and was created
to finance and support the measures against
violence against Children, young people and
women throughout Europe. Today we already
negotiate the third extension of the Daphne
Programme and this also demonstrates how
important this instrument is to combat violence
in all the countries of Europe. Daphne Il will
start in 2007 and will be equipped with a budget
of 116 millions for seven years, which is a big
increase compared to Daphne Il. Being the rap-
porteur for the programme | could also establish
a help-desk which assists non-governmental
organisations, especially those who apply for
the first time, in order to support the network
und structures, necessary for the fight against
violence against women and children in the
Member states. Since many years the forefight-
er feminists in the Womens's Committee in the
European Parliament urged the Commission
and the Council to announce a European Year

against violence against women but the council
and the commission are hesitating.
Commissioner Frattini even had presented the
draft programme Daphne merged with the Anti-
drugs programme. Due to the powerful opposi-
tion in the European Parliament and the full
support of womens- and youth organisations
this proposal had been rejected. We again
asked for this in the new Daphne programme to
put pressure on the Council and the
Commission to organise campaigns of zero tol-
erance to violence. The second demand is to
fulfil the European Action plan on Human
Trafficking and give victims of Trafficking a per-
manent permission to stay. This would be a
great success and a very important message for
all the women in Europe!

The International Day against violence against
women on the 25th of November is a good
opportunity to stand united with all the women in
the world, all the women organisations and
NGOs which fight against violence every day.
With Violence against women there is no equali-
ty, development and peace. Violence limits
women's chances to achieve legal, social, politi-
cal and economic equality in society. Violence
against women is never right, legal or accept-
able and should never be tolerated or justified
by traditions or religious beliefs. Everyone - indi-
viduals, communities, governments, and inter-
national bodies - has a responsibility to put a
stop to it. Let's act now!




It is well documented that a large proportion of
violence against women is committed by some-
one known to them, whether a relative, a part-
ner or friend. This is no more evident than in the
case of what are widely called 'honour killings'.
Every year a total of around 5,000 women are
killed worldwide by their relatives in ‘honour
killings' for bringing shame on their families.

These are the official United Nations fig-
ures. Yet many campaigners in this field consid-
er the figure to be a massive underestimate,
what with over 4,000 cases documented in
Pakistan alone last year. It is not a crime that
effects a specific part of the world, there were
12 documented cases in the UK at the end of
2005 and in 45 in Germany over the last eight
years. The manner in which women are
attacked in these circumstances are often par-
ticularly vicious as perpetrators attempt to mask
attacks as 'accidents' - setting fire to women
and 'accidents' in the kitchen are among the
most common.

But what have the victims done that is consider
to bring 'dishonour' on their families? Try falling
in love with someone of the wrong race or reli-
gion, not being able to conceive, wearing make
up, going to the cinema, chatting to a male
neighbour, rejecting an arranged marriage,
being raped or wanting a divorce.

‘Honour' killings must be prosecuted and prevented

By Hannah Blythyn,

ECOSY Vice President

Sometimes those carrying out the attacks hire
hitmen, at other times the women of the family
even help out, either by actually physically aid-
ing the attack or covering it up. In far too many
instances 'honour killings' have been belittled as
simply being a clash of cultures and prosecutors
have failed to take cases seriously or take the
necessary action. Police have tended to take at
face value stories of young women being killed
by intruders or strangers, particularly as they've
been vouched for by all members of a victim's
family.

Sometimes there is a fear of exposing such
crimes incase it ignites racial tension or gives
fuel to the fire of the far right. But this is a cruel
crime that must be tackled at both a domestic
and EU wide level. There needs to be a joint
focus on honour killings that take place both
within and without the EU - many women are
taken abroad from their homes for these attacks
to take place. Stronger safeguards need to be
implemented and greater support both in terms
of counseling, access to adequate healthcare,
humanitarian protection and bringing those who
commit 'honour' killings to justice.



When will we shout...there's no life without freedom?

By Alejandro Olmos Marcitllach, JSE

It's one a.m. I'm lying in my sofa. Absolutely
tired after a strange day full of appointments,
meetings, and stressing useless (not all) confer-
ences. During the whole day | was trying to
think how to write these lines. It's difficult. | start-
ed a few times. | was asked to write a short
article “bout the violence against women, “bout
the absolutely senseless murders that our soci-
eties see with close eyes
each week.

For sure it's necessary to

talk “bout the cruelty, also

"bout the economical fact,

“bout all those women

that are afraid of the

actions of their couples,

those ones who aren't

able to denounce or

leave because of their economic (or other kind)
dependency, those ones who are afraid of the
future of their sons; it should be also obligatory
to talk "bout the stupid cultural or historical role
of "excuses"; to remember that this violence is
just one more part of the gender inequality all
over the world. Maybe | was supposed to talk
with the numbers in the hand, to be horrified.
Normally I would do it. In some more lines I'd be
speaking “bout the real meaning of equality at
home (making a free agreement between
equals), of the dangers and risks of this society
or even the situation of the women all over the
world or the importance of media. | also would
be asking questions as "if this is what we know,
which is the situation inside home?", or "why is
the victim always the one who has to leave
house?", afraid | would like also to ask "bout
what kind of education are we having to create
this situation.

In my second think | realised that | should not
write in negative; that | should write in positive,
tell experiences, good policies and legislations,
changes in some countries,

| should write about all those issues. | know.

And | strongly request to stop while reading this
page and try to give answers to all those topics
| wrote down before. But | started saying that
tonight I'm tired, and not just “cause the day
was so long. I'm tired of going alone (with the
same few people of always) to demonstrations
after each crime, also tired of hearing "bout nice
solidarity (charity) programs for victims, to listen
politically-correct words to this ones that after
Sunday's church they behave even worse than
the Evil. Tired of been here seated having my
coffee while writing about that. Tired of speaking
"bout that as a little issue without importance.
Tired of arriving each night to the building and
hearing the screams of Carmen. A girl with two
daughters who some days appears with purple
eyes, who doesn't speak any more, who keeps
telling the police it was "an accident”, who in the
corridors ask me not to put more info in her
mailbox “bout victim-houses; who each time | go
angry to her door sends me back saying that "it
was her fault".

I'm so tired. Frustrated. Crying. When are we
going to wake up? When are we going to under-
stand that each aggression to a woman is an
attack to the whole society? When are we going
to stop justifying and closing the eyes? When
are we going to understand that this, as each
kind of violence, is a Cancer for our democra-
cy? When are we going to humiliate the aggres-
sors? When

are going to

shout in each

corner that

there's no life

without free-

dom, and not

freedom with-

out respect,

and that

there's no

respect with

any kind of

physical or

psychological

violence?



By Rebecca Moynihan, Labour

As the world marks International Day for the
Elimination of Violence Against Women this
November, thousands of women will be traf-
ficked in European Union for the purposes of
prostitution.

As they saying goes, sex sells. In modern
Europe the sex industry has gone mainstream.
In every European capital, you will find neon
lights advertising lap dancers, strippers, and
topless dancing. Beneath the bright lights, lies a
much darker side to the sex industry.

The trafficking of women from poorer EU
nations into western Europe is big business for
organised gangs. Unlike drugs or arms, women
are commodities, which can be reused and
resold.

Unscrupulous traffickers trick many women into
leaving home with seductive stories of a better
life in another EU country. The promises of a
good job, accommodation and the opportunity to
earn enough money to provide for the family
they have left behind, are often too alluring to
resist.

The reality when they arrive in their host country
is @ much grimmer. Women are locked up
against their will, allowed no contact with the
outside world, beaten, raped, and treated as lit-
tle more than a sex slaves. Most of the women
trafficked are young women and some are chil-
dren. Isolation and a lack of language skills
mean that they are trapped by a dependency on
the men who are exploiting them.

Ireland is alone in the EU, in having no legisla-
tion governing the trafficking of human beings.
While prostitution is illegal and the women can

“an argument about respect for all human beings”.

Youth

& NEC Irish Labour Party

be jailed, there is no mechanism for targeting
the traffickers. Promised legislation in this area
is not forthcoming.

The EU has a leading role to play in the fight
against trafficking worldwide. As is usually the
case with issues that concern women and vul-
nerable groups, the political will to tackle the
problem, does not exist.

European Justice Ministers and European police
forces must agree a comprehensive strategy to
tackle trafficking between member states. The
organised criminals involved must be ruthlessly
targeted. In addition to this, we need to raise
awareness of the trafficking problem in member
states and put in place, adequately funded sup-
port structures, for victims of trafficking.

Finally, if we are to ever really eliminate traffick-
ing we must target the demand for prostitution.
The users of trafficked women are your part-
ners, co-workers, friends and family. If we are
ever to see true equality, women cannot contin-
ue to be seen as commaodities for the titillation
of men. The procurement of sex, in any form,
must become socially unacceptable. It is not an
argument about or against liberalism but an
argument about respect for all human beings.




INTERNATIONAL DAY ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

On the International Day on Violence against
Women (25 November), the European
Women's Lobby (EWL) demands that the EU
acknowledge formally that Violence against
Women is an essential obstacle to achieve
equality between women and men. Gender
based violence continues to be the most fun-
damental and widely spread violation of
women's rights. Men's violence against
women affects women of any age, irrespec-
tive of race, education, income or social posi-
tion. More than 20% of women in Europe
have been subjected to and suffered violence
from their (ex) husband/partner, when includ-
ing all forms of gender violence, the preva-
lence comes to 45 to 50%.

The European mapping exercise started by
the EWL Observatory on Violence against
women shows there is a vast shortage not
only in terms of legislation but also in terms
of data, strategies and policies to combat
gender violence. Despite the commitments
signed more than 10 years ago at the Beijing
Conference (1995), only 3 EU countries
(Germany, Spain and Sweden) have adopted

By European W omen’s Lobby

the UN definition of gender violence in their legis-
lation and National Action Plans, 6 countries lack
specific legislation on domestic violence and only
9 countries have some budget dedicated to pre-
vent and combat violence.

As the Council of Europe is now launching its
Campaign on violence against women, (focusing
on domestic violence), it is time to recall that "the
multiplicity of forms of violence against women as
well as the fact that this violence frequently occurs
at the intersection of different types of discrimina-
tion, makes the adoption of multifaceted strategies
to effectively prevent and combat this violence a
necessity" (UN Special Rapporteur on VAW report
2005).

Today, EWL sends the message to the EU and all
Member states calling on them to address discrim-
inatory traditions and attitudes as well as gender
stereotypes as root causes of gender violence and
to take further steps to prevent violence, protect
the victims and make men responsible. For more
information, please visit our website www.women-
lobby.org or contact Colette De Troy, Policy Action
Centre on Violence Against Women at EWL secre-
tariat (detroy@womenlobby.org)

Our Austrian comrades in VSSTOe calling on women to "step out of the shadow into the
world" on their 8th of March publicity stunt. This picture made the Austrian newspapers and

focused attention on the position of women.



Dane immigrant rules force women to stay in violent relationshi

ps

By lIsabella Frenning, DSU

Immigrants who fall victim of domestic violence
are being expelled if they leave their partner
and seek help from the Danish authorities.

Domestic violence is the most common act of

the Crisis Centres are immigrants.

Next year the Social Democratic group in the
Danish Parliament will propose different meas-
ures to help these women - but chances are

violence
against women,
and the conse-
guences for the
victims are dra-
matic. Every
year 2.000
women seek
help at the
Danish Crisis
Centres, but
reports sug-
gests that the
number of
Danish women
experiencing
domestic vio-
lence is 64.000
each year -
equal to 4 per-

ECOSY Winter University

Launch of the petition "Celebrate the W orld Cup, Fight
Sexual Slavery" in the European Parliament during the

that the Danish
People's Party will
block them from
becoming reality.
They have already
issued several
statements sug-
gesting that
extending the
options for granti-
ng permanent
stays to women
who divorce vio-
lent partners
would just lead to
more violent mar-
riages and pro-
forma violence.

So until we have

cent of all women. Physical and mental dam-
ages, the fear and the struggle to start a new
life all over again are just some of the chal-
lenges facing women in violent relationships. As
if these difficulties were not enough, women
without permanent stay in Denmark are usually
expelled if they apply for a divorce from a vio-
lent partner.

Danish immigration rules mean that many
women's stay is conditioned by their marriage to
a resident. Even if their husband is violent, they
will loose their reason for staying if they file for
divorce, meaning that many women have no
other choice but to stay in violent marriages.
The problem becomes even more serious from
the fact that domestic violence is four times as
common in marriages between Danish men and
foreign women than in marriages between
Danes. Even though less than 10 percent of the
Danish population are immigrants, reports sug-
gest that 40 percent of women seeking help at

a central-left majority in the Parliament again,
women will have no other choice but to stay in
violent marriages or being expelled.



