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The political area of higher education has become increasingly trans-national following the ever closer integration between the European countries. Within the Lisbon strategy, Europe is giving an important role to education, and the EU member states agreed to increase their expenditure on knowledge to gain economic growth that will develop the societies and secure the welfare systems. In this context, we young socialists and social democrats have to stress that education should not only serve the labour market but has to contribute to active citizenship, a more democratic society and freedom and emancipation of the individual. Many countries have committed themselves to the Bologna process, which clearly recommends the establishment of a European Higher Education Area to 2010. As it seems, these two goals go hand in hand, yet many indicators point out the difficulties that countries are facing during the implementation phase. 
 
ECOSY – Young European Socialists welcome the ideas of the Lisbon strategy, the Bologna process and the Copenhagen process, but as young socialists and social democrats we must point out issues we believe could endanger the balance of economical, environmental and social development. Since the socialist and social democratic movements recognise education as one of the most important tools in order to break down social barriers, the practical and political work of ECOSY concerning the above mentioned issues must become stronger. We must monitor progress and setbacks in our countries and share those experiences with each other within ECOSY. We must pay close attention to the on-going Lisbon strategy and Bologna process, and we must make our voices heard to make sure that we influence key-decisions on the European and national level in this respect. 
 
At the same time we must also actively participate in the Copenhagen process. A European system of quality control and mutual recognition of diplomas and certificates – resulting in an expanded freedom of movement – is not only prerogative of people in higher education, but should be a right to people in all levels of education. 
We, young socialists and social democrats are convinced that significant improvements have to be done on different issues. 
For a free youth mobility in Europe and beyond 
Still the hindrances to youth mobility are of financial and bureaucratic nature, unfair and discriminatory. There are still many obstacles when obtaining a visa. We believe that the visa regimes should be unified in Europe in order to assure mobility and to enable youth to freely move in Europe and beyond. In addition we must consider the different social backgrounds of young people taking part in mobility and we have to propose the instruments to increase mobility of high school students in Europe. Equal access must be guaranteed and special attention given to the disadvantaged youth. We should not forget the increasing e-mobility (distance learning), where a special attention to the quality and recognition of programs offered trough e-mobility must be ensured.  
For quality education and equal opportunities 
ECOSY must have a clear voice and be heard at every possible meeting concerning education on European level and ECOSY member organizations are encouraged to do the same on the national level. Implementation of the Bologna process is put to the test in many countries where we face different problems jeopardising the quality, free and equal access to higher education. The most concrete example is the introduction or raise of tuition fees which limit study opportunities for everybody, especially for young people from disadvantaged environments. However, free and equal access to education does not necessarily guarantee equal opportunities to succeed in education. Despite the huge increase of participation in education systems during the last few decades, it is still painfully clear that people from economically and socially disadvantaged backgrounds are less present in higher education.  Therefore we urge and appeal all the governments not to discriminate, but - on the contrary - actively support young people in their right to be educated. Also, the governments have to promote the necessary quality of education system that is open to all and equally accessible for all, especially by the abolishment of tuition fees.
We must also help less privileged countries to be able to fully take advantages of the European Higher Education Area. By that we stress the importance of including the non-EU countries that are taking part in Bologna process, especially in the field of students’ mobility. ECOSY believes that higher education should be free for all students, also for those coming from non-European countries. As a step in this direction, we believe that the Erasmus program and also high school student’s mobility programs have to include all European countries. Within the framework of the EU mobility programs the European Commission has to ensure equal access of all education institutions as well as all students to the programs. It has to be a priority to ensure good living standards for all those taking part in the programs, no matter where they come from or they go to. 
 
For an increased support and recognition of non-formal education and lifelong learning 
ECOSY is in favour of an increased support and recognition of non-formal education in Europe. We see special role of youth organizations, including ECOSY and its member organizations, in expanding the learning opportunities of young people by non-formal education. Regarding this issue, ECOSY must be also visible through its active involvement in the European Youth Forum.
 
For a stronger student participation in Europe  
Students are an important part of the youth movements. As Bologna also concerns quality improvement, the importance of student participation in strengthening the quality of education must be an integrated part of the process. Student representatives should have the right of information, right to participate in the preparation of issues and right to participate in the decision making at all levels of higher education and within higher education institutions. Especially on the European level the students’ involvement in decision making processes in different European institutions has to be guaranteed and strengthened. We strive for a social dialogue between teachers, heads of education institutions, employers, students and governments, and we believe that students should always have the right to be represented by at least a third.
 
For free and equal access to public services, especially to education 
The improvements in higher education should be based on public, not private funding. We strongly oppose the intention of some countries and the European Commission to liberalise public services, also including education. ECOSY demands free access to education as one of the basic human rights, which therefore must not be limited in any aspect. We refuse any directives, agreements or other intentions which endanger a free and equal access to public services. On European level the new Service directive (also known as the Bolkenstein directive) present the danger where public services are not clearly defined and by that subject to tradable goods. The situation is similar when mentioning GATS (General Agreement on Trade in Services) where the same danger expands world wide. ECOSY strongly opposes any kind of liberalisation of public services, especially of education. 
 
For more emphasis to education and research in the implementation of the Lisbon strategy 
Within the framework on review of the Lisbon strategy, four heads of state (President Chirac, Chancellor Schröder, Prime Minister Persson and President of the government Zapatero) send a letter (so called “Youth Pact”) to the President of the European Council in which they stated their conviction that a commitment on behalf of youth has to be undertaken. In this letter they pointed out “the need to give to young Europeans the opportunity for success, also by more coordinated policies concerning young people, like education, research, stimulation and promotion of entrepreneurship, mobility etc”. ECOSY sees this initiative as a possible will to achieve the Lisbon objectives by giving more emphasis to the education process and research of young people. However, ECOSY will be extremely vigilant towards the effective implementation of the principles and objectives stated in this letter, because European youth today need actions, not letters.
ECOSY acknowledges there are more issues, which must be addressed in the field of education in the future, for example pupils’ issues because elementary and high school education are essential in order to provide opportunities to access higher education. But so far we see the above-mentioned challenges as those having the most critical impact for further development of education in the future. Therefore, ECOSY will reshape its policy in the field of education and strengthen its practical work with many future activities, initiated by its Students Network.  
The vision of ECOSY is to achieve a system of education where quality, equal and free access to education becomes reality. The vision of ECOSY is that non-formal education is recognized, and systems and programs of life long learning are developed in Europe. Our vision is that every individual will contribute with his or her knowledge and skills to the creation of a social Europe. 
