DECLARATION ADOPTED AT THE 7TH ECOSY CONGRESS

LISBON 17-20TH OF MARCH 2005

Declaration for a 21st Century of Human Security
After the 19th Century of Colonialism and the 20th Century of Conflict, The 21st Century has started with a War against Terror. It is deeply disappointing that we have not taken the opportunity to finally invest in countries and not cruise missiles, to eradicate the meaningless and pervasive poverty that surrounds us. It is depressing that we seem not have learnt that it is the poor living conditions of the word's population that is undermining global security. We should have had a War on the Terror of a Disease that now sees approximately 42 million people infected with an estimated 16,000 new infections every day and more than 20 million dead from HIV related causes worldwide, not including the 11 million children who die from preventable diseases Annually. It is a shame that the world does not seek a Crusade for Liberty from Debt and Poverty for the 2.7 billion living on less than two dollars a day. The true mission of our time is pay our debt to people of the south who have built the wealth of the west, to invest in real security for the human race, in short it is time to restore the principle of 'Justice for All'.
Currently, the people of the South get charity when all they need is Justice. Justice is a much higher standard that we must all live by.
ECOSY Demands Justice for All Now!
At the verge of this century the world community signed the Millennium declaration for development. This set them eight concrete and attainable goals to be reached in the year 2015. The Jeffrey Sachs report recently made public shows however that we are in no way heading towards these goals. (2164 is the estimated year of reaching the goals) Due to a lack in finance and (3Cs) development aid, ongoing conflicts, the burden of debt and unfair trade rules the Millennium Development Goals will not be met. Each year the developing world needs an extra 50 billion USD. Therefore we call the international community to follow up the guidelines of the Sachs report and to take immediate extra measures.
In implementing the changes needed we believe they should address certain issues and follow some basic principles.
Conflict 

The first essential thing to do is to bring an end to wars and conflict, so the process of rebuilding can begin, Conflict Resolution and peace building must be a priority in the foreign policy of the EU and all Countries and Governments, a reformed UN must be empowered to do this with the full confidence of all member countries and be properly resourced by them. The other essential ingredient is to reverse the production and trade of arms. Disarmament programmes and a controlled and well regulated arms trade is essential, considers the figures for arms imports for The South in 2001 over $20 billion worth, what an opportunity cost! Consider the terrible statistics that there is a casualty ever minute of every day globally due to firearms action, half million die and one million are injured annually, a tragic cost. ECOSY reaffirms its full support for the www.armscontroll.org campaign, we also commit to seeing that the UN Small Arms Conference due to be held in 2006 will be successful in implementing a new Arms Trade Treaty. But it is essential that disarmament does not stop there.
It is essential that a new generation of disarmament programmes begin, and that many older ones are now finally fully implemented, helping conflict prevention and of course saving on opportunity costs, but, essentially saving human life on massive scale. In particular, ECOSY underlines the dire threat posed by WMD proliferation, this folly must not be allowed to happen again, and there must be disarmament of all NBC (nuclear, biological and chemical) WMD as soon as possible. The sheer killing power of these weapons is so great that we believe it is no longer tenable for any one nation to hold too many of these weapons as a threat to use on others. Not only must all parties sign and adhere to the Anti Ballistic Missile Treaty, the Non Proliferation Treaty, the Biological Weapons Treaty and the Chemical Weapons Treaty, but new and more comprehensive initiatives must be brought to neutralize this ongoing threat to humanity. All nuclear arsenals should be taken off trigger alert, and various levels of horizontal disarmament will take time to re arm and give a chance for diplomatic options rather than the dreadful consequences that could follow an accident or misunderstanding. We also believe that all Nuclear Powers engage as soon as possible in vertical disarmament, with this in mind we believe that the National Missile Defense system proposed by the USA is a dangerous idea that could threaten heightened proliferation or see a new arms race with current nuclear powers. We believe that the USA should either abandon this scheme or else invite all permanent UNSC members to join in the development and control of a Global Missile Defense system to prove that it is specifically for protection from rogue operators and not to start a new arms race.
Apart from the important issues of disarmament and conflict prevention there is many cases around the world of post conflict zones that do not yet know peace and security. There is a great need for the EU, other regional actors and a reformed UN to focus on rebuilding conflict torn states so as to avoid a relapse into violence. The need to build and strengthen civil society and a trusted civilian police force coupled with the demobilization of combatants is essential, but not the only steps that need to be taken. The needs of displaced people, reconstruction and development, reconciliation and the promotion of co existence coupled with effective democratic and inclusive power sharing structures are all the less obvious issues that also need to be taken to foster peace and prosperity rather than merely stalemate or an uneasy ceasefire. In the struggle for human security surely the foundation stone is ending conflict and building peace, but there remains much more to be built after this.
Migrants and Refugees
One of the outcomes of nearly any conflict or disaster is that people try to escape from the danger, often on mass. This presents many difficulties and challenges for countries to protect their borders, but more importantly it presents an ever greater challenge in trying to protect the people themselves. More vulnerable to violence, weather, malnutrition; disease, crime and slavery, this is a key task for the world community to challenge the prejudice they hold themselves, to counteract the alarmist propaganda the media portrays, to arrest the criminals who enslave and transport people like cattle and in essence to protect these misfortunate and often persecuted people.
Economic Security
Economic Security is something that impacts on so many different levels that it is really the core but there are various aspects to it. Trade, Development, Food, Health and Education as well as the rules of the Monetary/Exchanges/Loans Systems, it is often the cause of conflict and it often determines how well a country can recover from natural disasters or humanitarian crises.
The first place to start is at the very heart; the rules of the system and the institutions that enforce them. In ECOSY we believe that they are badly in need of change. The recent success of Argentina in stabilising its economy and offering discounted terms of settlement on its debt is to be commended. This follows their experience of following the IMF prescription which led to economic collapse and a sustained period of grave economic and social instability with many changes of government, they decided to hold their own council and took measures suited to stabilising their own economy, rather than worrying about international capital, now they have said they will pay 25% of the debt they owe or nothing. We witness essential public services downgrading and destroyed. Accountable, transparent, corrupt free governments enforcing poverty reduction programmes and specifically tailored economic plans must be the aim of economic guideline conditions for aid and loans, not dogmatic and destructive privatisation plans. We demand debt cancellation that does not oblige restructuring practices which are in any way similar to the Structural Adjustment Programmes of the IMF. Debt cancellation should be done in a fair way! The only clear link/cause to receiving debt relief should not fund any war industry/imports , nor should they be vulnerable to corrupt or fraudulent practices, safeguards must be put in place, but, action must now take place, it is not to be delayed any longer.
A clear method for raising cash for such aid and loans should come from the implementation of some format of the Tobin Tax proposal – the Spahn Model in particular would also be ideal for taming (or at least slowing) the speculative beast of unfettered global capital while performing the first function admirably, all the while not discouraging inward investment, which is hugely important for the ongoing development of countries and to help foster regional integration. It is essential that safeguards should be put in place for Debt Relief, Aid and Loans, but, again they must not be used as an excuse to prevent the much needed economic boost that the countries and regions of the South need.
Because of their clear interaction the world monetary system and the world commercial system are to be both considered when a multilateral world trading system is being developed. We want a coherent and fair multilateral world trade policy! The guiding principle must always be that these systems serve society and never that societies become slaves to these systems that have been set up to facilitate efficient global exchange of goods and services not enhance the personal wealth of a privileged and greedy few.
Development aid
Though the 0,7% pledge was made in 1970 already, the rich countries are still not coming up to their promises. On the contrary their overall spending on development aid is much lower today, than it was in the sixties. None of the G7 come up to their promises and in Europe only Norway, Denmark, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and Sweden have met the target. ECOSY feels this is a disgrace and asks that all EU member states set themselves timetables to reach the 0,7% norm with an end to 1%. Furthermore, we ask socialist parliamentarians in the member states to control their governments spending so that 0,7% is not the result of bookkeeping tricks. In addition, we want the European Parliament to have full control over the Development Aid budget.
We welcome the current political attention for alternative financing of development aid in the perspective of the Tsunami disaster. We remind them however that speeches on alternative financing methods cannot be an easy way out of promises made more than thirty years ago. Next, we feel that too much of the aid budget granted are spent in vain. In order for development aid to work it should be stable, accountable, and only be restricted to requirements matters of good governance, financing accountability and human rights. It cannot be a tool to reach political goals of the donor. In addition, Southern governments should be asked to demonstrate their commitment to poverty reduction and by spending 20% of their budget on basic social services the so-called 20-20 rule.
Food Security
Famine is still something that affects countries far too often, considering we live in a time when the world has a level of knowledge, labour and capital that has surpassed all previous records. They normally occur as a result of conflict or Natural Disaster, though not exclusively. Millions suffer from malnutrition and even greater numbers live in food insecurity (the UN says: 800 million in the developing world and 24 million in developed and transition economies) due not just to weather or war, but also due to systematic injustice; unfavourable and unfair trade conditions, crippling debt, enforced privatisation and asset stripping or private monopolies and social dumping. To resolve this they need justice not charity. The West must now live by the rules they enforce on others or else markets for below costs subsidised exports while restricting poorer countries unsubsidised imports is not just and must not continue. Full elimination of agricultural protection and production subsidies in rich countries would increase annual rural income in low and middle income countries by about $60 billion more than worldwide aid.
Therefore we urge the EU to get rid of its export subsidies and to start steering the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) really to what it was aimed at namely development. We urge the European governments to prepare the meeting in Hong Kong next December in full transparency, and to strengthen negotiation capacities of the developing countries in order to give the poor countries their fair place in the negotiations. The promises made to the poor countries in the July agreement on export subsidies should be kept.
We believe easy opt outs from these export subsidy agreements should not be an option.
Ecosy repeats that it is in favour of a multilateral trading system with special and differential treatment being made between different development stages. Poor countries should be able to opt out of agreements when they see their infant industry being threatened; Furthermore, ECOSY is in favour of a revision of the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPA's) conducted under the Cotonou agreement. To us these should have the sole aim of poverty eradication and food security and cannot be conducted just to liberalise markets. Today the agreement is based on article XXIV of GATS which gives the agreement a period of ten years and we also have serious doubts on the 90% coverage. We think the period is too limited to establish both decent institutionalised regional organsiations in the ACP countries and to negotiate a good mandate that suits human development in the ACP countries.
Finally, we want to ask the EU to support regional integration in poorer regions, but not as it is currently done under the EPA's in which earlier structures are getting undermined. Moreover, we feel that these negotiations are also undermining the already poor negotiation capacities of these countries. Regional integration can be a motor of growth and can contribute to poverty eradication, if it is done both on the economic level and on the political level and if the necessary institutions are present. No countries should be urged to integrate in a block where the economic situation is too diverse and where one country has less negotiating power than the other one.
Health & Diseases
While the last Century was notorious for conflict and two World Wars, it was malaria that held the record as biggest killer of man. This disease still claims over one million lives a year, but it pales in comparison with the AIDS emergency, just two decades old and already it has 22 million cumulative deaths, with over 40 million more infected, The US National Intelligence Council recently released HIV/AIDS projections for 5 populous countries that have app. 20 million infected currently, by 2010 they could have as much as 75 million infected unless we act now. Prevention programmes, cheaper drugs and more research into a vaccine that will be easily accessible and affordable for all is a must for AIDS and Malaria, this is merely an issue of political will and financial commitment. The willingness to commit funds from governments, to deal with TNC's harmful dominance and obstruction, and to free up countries capabilities to invest properly in healthcare and education is essential. The scale of the number of deaths in the west would simply not be allowed to happen, because it effects the south, it has for too long been deemed a pity, but, acceptable. The investment in research, prevention and cure has been paltry compared to the investment in giving white middle aged males the ability to get an erection or completely insignificant when compared to the investment in research for more weapons. This is not just injustice, it is insanity. Cholera, TB and Sleeping Sickness are also sadly still big killers, which we believe must also be tackled with great urgency. Indeed again it comes down to political will. The WHO has said that of the 56 million deaths annually 40% if them could be prevented given the knowledge, technology and resources in the world today. Better health behavior through education is one very important solution but the vast bulk of the preventable deaths and conflict go hand in hand as does disease and poverty. Statistics the world over prove as much.
ECOSY asks the EU to act as soon as possible on the 30th August 2003 found solution to the TRIPS agreement which would allow developing countries not having production capacity for generic medicines to import cheap generics from Europe. We feel however that the 30th August solution must be evaluated after being put into practice and that the international community should continue to look for other solutions on getting the medicines where they are needed. We demand in addition a world action plan in matters of R&D for neglected diseases in order to draw out a need driven agenda instead of a profit driven one. We feel that it would be more than normal that the pharmaceutical industry, one of the most profitable in the world, invests a certain percentage of its profits in R&D for neglected diseases and thus that the policy makers include an obligation in the legislation. We urge the EU to take research for neglected diseases into account in its 7th framework programme on research and not to concentrate on Western health needs. We want the current programme of the EU for research in matters of Malaria, AIDS and Tuberculoses to be evaluated and enlarged. Finally, we want to ask developing countries to spend more of their budget on health issues.
Education & Knowledge
These skills are essential in helping fight disease and in times of crisis. Women who are usually the families primary care giver can if educated help the family in challenges such as sanitation, immunisation, nutrition, oral rehydration therapy and AIDS prevention. UN statistics show that in Ghana “children of educated mothers are twice as likely to survive to their fifth birthday as children of uneducated mothers.” This is argument enough for Universal Primary Education. Not just for national idea of the intrinsic value of education, but because it can save lives, not just through health but through reading of public notices instructions in times of crisis, it is essential in building an economy once the foundation stone of peace is laid. Better jobs and creating more jobs. Education is a key component of human security for in essence it gives the individual better resources to make their own choices for survival. It is essential in that it very radically fulfills the second integral part of the two sides of Human Security – Protection and Empowerment.
Gender Equality
Statistics prove that women are doing 2/3 of the work worldwide but that they only earn 10% of the income and often are denied to participate in decision making processes, be it in economical or political life.
On the other hand, the number of women being the only bread winners in the family is increasing and they develop a tendency to more and more responsibility, not only in private sphere but also in municipalities, their communities, especially on the local level. By this women undertake a key role in development processes and they are the ones who really change the social circumstances.
We as ECOSY acknowledge the cultural role women play and therefore we are fighting for their support and empowerment.
We demand that the women's interests are integrated in any political and economic measure to ensure that they can achieve equal chances and opportunity and wealth and income will be distributed equally among the sexes.
Conclusion
Development can only truly begin when destruction and disease have been stopped. Then the freedom from poverty and debt can allow a people to decide how to shape their future. Investment in Health and Education are the surest way to see a nation grow. In making our future we must learn from our past. Europe was a continent of conflict, but now it is one of peace and prosperity, we must encourage but not encore the lessons we have learnt at such terrible cost. Peace and Prosperity through regional integration by mutual agreement and for mutual benefit. A Simple message that Co-operation is the only path to a New World Order that all peoples can live with.
