Speech by ECOSY President Anders Lindberg

at the closing ceremony of the 7th ECOSY camp in Navodari Romania

Dear comrades and friends, compañeras e compañeros, Genossinnen und Genossen, Cher camarades, tawasheska i tawasheski

The camp has come to an end. The sun will set for the last time over the seventh ECOSY camp at Navodari, Romania.

The night to come is the last we’ll have together in some time. If you have anything unfinished, any friends you want to make, any discos you have missed, any world problems you haven’t solved yet. Tonight is the night to do it. 

Tomorrow the cars, busses, trains and planes will take us back home again. Some of us have a short trip; to Maima or to Bucharest, some of us a longer distance to go, to Dublin, Lisbon, Helsinki or Jerusalem.

The practical arrangements of this camp have worked very fine thanks to our hosting organisation, TSD of Romania. To organise a camp is an enormous effort for an organisation. It requires enormous lot of work from its members. To fix everything from housing to sandwiches, from toilets to good weather. 

On behalf of ECOSY and from all of us I once again would like to thank Victor, Daciana, Geanina and other TSD comrades who made the camp possible.

I also would like to thank the member organisations, the members of the ECOSY bureau, presidium and networks who worked with the seminars, workshops and conferences, who organised the political debates and exchanges. The hart of an ECOSY activity is always the political education and political discussions. The beach is great, the party’s are great and if it isn’t fun it isn’t really ECOSY. But politics is more than only having fun, it is also changing the world while doing it.

I would like to thank all the volunteers that devoted time here in Navodari. You have been crucial for the camp in organising everything from Camp News to being referees at the football games to organising parties and meetings.

I would like to thank our Secretary General Ilias and our political officer Veronica as well as the IUSY political officer Karolina. They have worked long in advance to prepare this activity and their work has been crucial – just as always.

And last of all I would like to thank all of you who came here, who shared a few summer days with the rest of us. This camp is yours and you are the stars of the show. I really hope that you have had a good time here. I hope that you will come back. Thank you for these days.

Dear comrades

An ECOSY camp is a political event. Beyond the beach, the football and the dancing comes the hart of our organisation, the political debates, the open arenas of seminars and conferences were everything could be discussed. 

The seminar tents are distinguished by their names. The names refer to values, networks and policy’s. But there is one name that is different. 

If someone had told me one year ago that we would name one of our tents the Anna Lindh-tent. I would never have believed it. 

Because you name tents after people who are no longer alive.

And one year ago Anna was the foreign minister of Sweden, she was fighting together with us in the euro-referendum, fighting for European values and European integration. Anna was murdered just a few days before the referendum. 

Anna was a former president of SSU, the social democratic youth of Sweden, she was a IUSY-veteran and a future prime minister. She never forgot where she came from. The last ECOSY activity she attended was our congress last year at Bommersvik. There she spoke to the ECOSY congress against the war in Iraq, she spoke on human rights and democracy and she spoke on our vision of building a common Europe together.

We have to build our Europe without her. But the best way we can honour Anna and other comrades that can no longer be with us is to continue to fight for our values. As she herself said during the memorial service for Olof Palme: You can kill a man, but not his ideas. And your ideas will continue to live through us.

Another important tent is the LesBiGay. There we have discussed what tolerance really means. As young socialists we believe that all love is good love, and that society must fight all forms of discrimination and homophobia.

That the socialist movement also is a feminist movement has been underlined in the feminist tent. We have discussed how the patriarchal society affects us all, how it oppresses women and how we can change that. 

In the tents for Global progressive youth, Solidarity, Equality and Sustainable development we have discussed a long range of issues. How to rebuild the world and to form a European Union in a more equal, solidar, sustainable and fair way. In the debate on the Crises of Social democracy the discussion ranged from “Crisis, what crisis” to revolutionary change of society. 

We have held five conferences visited by among others the president of the Party of European Socialists Paul Nyrup Rasmussen, The Romanian Prime Minister Adrian Nastase and many MEPs and MPs as well as other comrades from the camp. The result of these debates you will also find in the declaration from the camp.

Dear Comrades

Socialism is a set of values, values that unite us over geographical, as well as national or religious boundaries. The values of ECOSY are clear and I think all the seminars, workshops and conferences during this week really have proved exactly how much that really unites us.

We are united in the fight for a federal and democratic Europe, where decisions are made in the open chambers of the European Parliament and not behind closed doors by ministers and diplomats. We have affirmed our belief in a Europe brave enough to make decisions and powerful enough to enforce them.

We are united for a Europe that takes place and responsibility in the world. A Europe that act in favour of human rights and prevention of wars. A Europe that never again is too weak, or too passive, or too unprepared to stop genocide and crimes against humanity. Last Friday the old bridge in Mostar was once again inaugurated. It was destroyed in the Bosnian civil war in 1993 and rebuilt after the war. We are united for a Europe that truly can live up too its high proclamations, no more Srebrenica, no more Rwanda never, ever again.

We are united for a Europe that is so much more than the world’s largest marketplace were capital, goods and services can move freely all around. The Europe of the right is a Europe for the strong. It’s a Europe were your price in the market are more important than your value us a human being. 

Against this vision we offer the vision of a social Europe. A Europe strong enough to bring every citizen onboard, a Europe that will not fail to bring security, opportunity and equality to all. And we know that another Europe is possible. 

Dear Comrades

Finally I would once again like to thank you all for coming here. I hope that you have got a good impression of ECOSY and of the international socialist movement. Never forget that you are part of the greatest political movement in the world and that we are all over the world to change it.

Even if I do not know today where it will be held I would like to end by welcoming you all next year to the 8ht ECOSY Summer Camp 2005. 

See you there.

Thank you.

